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Abstract: Covid-19 has affected the world economy and has devastating impact on global education. The 
pandemic outbreak that started in China is now spread globally. It has affected almost all the sectors of 
an economy. In other words, it is a heath issue that has impacted the social development and the 
economy. Various sectors in India has significantly disrupted due to this corono virus pandemic including 
oil and gas, automobiles, agriculture, retail etc. Education sector is one amongst them. Several measure 
has been taken to stop the spread of this virus like closure of schools, businesses, curfews etc. In the 
developing country like India ,Education plays a very significant role in the socio and economic 
development. We will study the Socio-Economic Impact of COVID19 on Education in Indian Economy in 
this paper. 
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INTRODUCTION 
High-quality education is utmost important for the 
future prosperity of the rapidly changing country 
like India. India‟s student mobility trends has 
increased drastically from 134880 students in 2004 
to 278383 in 2017, as per UNESCO. India has the 
world‟s second  largest  school system with more 
than 1.5 million schools and about 260 million 
students in 2015-16. This covid-19 is an health crisis 
which has affected the education sector badly as this 
is the crucial time for education sector as board 
examinations ,nursery school admissions, various 
competitive and entrance exams for various 
universities are held during this period. Education 
sector cannot only have a short term impact but can 
have a long term socio-economic consequences. 
Due to this covid-19, educational institutions has 
been closed down and Learning is being disrupted 
due to the school closures. To fight against this 
pandemic educational institutions have taken 
various steps like closed schools, postponed or 
rescheduled the examinations etc. The educational 
institutions include both private and public. Mainly 
in private sector, faculties and employees may face 
salary cuts, bonuses and increments can also be 
postponed. In this period of lockdown ,Technology 
can play an crucial role in this current situation  like 
working from home and study from home. But in a 
country like India where there still exist low-income 
private and government schools where online 
teaching method cannot be adopted. Only some 
private schools can adopt this method of teaching. 
Due to no access to e-learning solutions .Various 
types of school has been affected by this pandemic, 
which impact the country‟s economic future. 
 Admissions Abroad: Students might not take 
admissions abroad covid 19 had badly affected 
the countries all over the world.  
 Employment: The other concern is regarding 
employment .Graduate students might have 
fear in the minds of withdrawal of job offers 
from the corporate sector due this covid -
19.Unemployment rate might increase . 
Due to the school closures low socio economic 
groups are most at risk. In other words, students 
from families with low educational attainment 
,lower incomes, living in rural areas will mostly be 
affected and their academic performance will be 
negatively affected by school closures. As a result 
,the education  disparities between urban and rural 
,rich and poor will be broaden. Students belonging 
to vulnerable families who totally depend on free 
education may dropout due to unable recovery from 
this economic crisis. 
Section 1: Domestic Scenario of Learners 
affected due to Covid-19 
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Section 2: Consequences of School Closures due 
to Lockdown 
School closures in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic have shed a light on numerous issues 
affecting access to education, as well as broader 
socio-economic issues. As of March 12, more than 
370 million children and youth are not attending 
school because of temporary or indefinite country 
wide school closures mandated by governments in 
an attempt to slow the spread of COVID-19. As of 
29 March, nearly 90% of the world's learners were 
impacted by closures. Even when school closures 
are temporary, it carries high social and economic 
costs. The disruptions they cause affect people 
across communities, but their impact is more severe 
for disadvantaged children and their families 
including interrupted learning, compromised 
nutrition, childcare problems and consequent 
economic cost to families who cannot work. 
According to OECD studies, school performance 
hinges critically on maintaining close relationships 
with teachers. This is particularly true for students 
from disadvantaged backgrounds,  who  may not  
have  the parental  support  needed to learn on their 
own. Working parents are more likely to miss work 
when schools close in order to take care of their 
children, incurring wage loss in many instances and 
negatively impacting productivity. Localised school 
closures place burdens on schools as parents and 
officials redirect children to schools that are open. 
Unintended strain on health-care system 
Women make up almost 70% of the health care 
workforce, exposing them to a greater risk of 
infection. They often cannot attend work because of 
childcare obligations that result from school 
closures. This means that many medical 
professionals are not at the facilities where they are 
most needed during a health crisis. 
Distance Learning  
Online learning has become a critical lifeline for 
education. Technology can enable teachers and 
students to access specialized materials well beyond 
textbooks, in multiple formats and in ways that can 
bridge time and space. In response to the pandemic, 
many schools moved to online distance learning via 
platforms like Zoom. The Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development has 
created framework to guide an education response to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic for distance learning. Lack 
of access to technology or fast, reliable internet 
access can prevent students in rural areas and from 
disadvantaged families. Lack of access to 
technology or good internet connectivity is an 
obstacle to continued learning, especially for 
students from disadvantaged families. In response to 
school closures caused by COVID-19, UNESCO 
recommends the use of distance learning 
programmes and open educational applications and 
platforms that schools and teachers can use to reach 
learners remotely and limit the disruption of 
education. To aid in slowing the transmission of 
COVID-19, hundreds of libraries have temporarily 
closed. In the United States, numerous major cities 
announced public library closures, including Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle, and New York 
City, affecting 221 libraries. For students without 
internet at home, this increases the difficulty of 
keeping up with distance learning. 
Unequal access to educational resources 
Lack of limitations and exceptions to copyright can 
also have an impact on the ability of students to 
access the textbooks and materials they need to 
study. Several initiatives were taken to grant that 
students and teachers can have access to open 
educational resources, or understand copyright 
limitations. The International Council for Open and 
Distance Education issued a special website to 
provide webinars, tips for online teaching and 
resources for teachers. In New Zealand, a group of 
publishers agreed to allow for virtual public 
readings of their materials from libraries and 
classrooms. A similar agreement took place in 
Australia, where the Australian Publishers 
Association, the Australian Library and Information 
Association and the Australian Society of Authors 
agreed on a set of exceptional measures to allow 
libraries to provide educational content. The 
Australian organization AMCOS agreed to give a 
gratis license for all their music sheets to all schools 
across Australia. An advocacy organization in 
Netherlands launched a website to allow teachers 
use free-licensed music and video for their 
classes.The Maricopa Millions OER Project 
launched a special emergency fund for building 
open educational resources. A coalition of over 500 
civil society organizations and individuals issued a 
letter to Francis Gurry, Director of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization, asking, among 
other things, a special set of limitations and 
exceptions to copyright for the duration of the 
pandemic. Several organizations are also working to 
explain to teachers how to navigate copyright 
complex scenarios. The National Copyright Unit of 
Australia, a specialist copyright team responsible for 
copyright policy and administration for Australian 
schools and TAFE, issued a set of recommendations 
to follow on copyright issues while doing remote 
learning and a set of recommendations for using 
openly licensed content, specially aimed to parents 
supporting students. Centrum Cyfrowe in Poland is 
holding open calls to support the work of teachers 
and educators leading in the open education sector. 
The Program on Information Justice and Intellectual 
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Property at the American University is holding a set 
of webinars for different educators to guide them 
through copyright issues when delivering online 
teaching.  
Childcare 
School closures puts a strain on parents and 
guardians to provide childcare and manage distance 
learning while children are out of school. In the 
absence of alternative options, working parents 
often leave children alone when schools close and 
this can lead to risky behaviours, including 
increased influence of peer pressure and substance 
abuse.  
Nutrition and food insecurity 
Nutrition plays a critical role in cognitive 
development and academic performance for 
children. Many children worldwide rely on free or 
discounted meals at schools. When schools close, 
nutrition is especially compromised for children in 
schools where food is provided. In the United 
States, school lunch programmes are the second-
biggest anti-hunger initiative after food stamps. 
Every year, nearly 30 million children rely on 
schools to provide free or low-cost meals including 
breakfast, lunch, snacks, and even dinner. In 
Washington State, around 45% of the states 1.1 
million students enrolled in traditional public and 
charter schools qualify for subsidised school meals. 
At least 520,000 students and their families may be 
affected by food insecurity as a result of school 
closures. In Alabama, where state-wide school 
closures as of 18 March have affected over 720,000 
students, the state Superintendent announced that 
staff in schools disproportionately affected by 
poverty would create meal distribution networks to 
provide food for students who rely on school 
lunches 
Student learning outcomes 
School closures negatively impact student learning 
outcomes. Schooling provides essential learning and 
when schools close, children and youth are deprived 
opportunities for growth and development. The 
disadvantages are disproportionate for under-
privileged learners who tend to have fewer 
educational opportunities beyond school. When 
schools close, parents are often asked to facilitate 
the learning of children at home and can struggle to 
perform this task. This is especially true for parents 
with limited education and resources. Student drop-
out rates tend to increase as an effect of school 
closures due to the challenge of ensuring all students 
return to school once school closures ends. This is 
especially true of protracted closures. 
Disadvantaged, at-risk, or homeless children are 
more likely not to return to school after the closures 
are ended, and the effect will often be a life-long 
disadvantage from lost opportunities. Schools are 
also hubs of social activity and human interaction. 
When schools are closed, many children and youth 
miss out of on social contact that is essential to 
learning and development.  
Section 3: Impact on Formal education 
Formal education — as opposed to informal 
education or non-formal education — tends to refer 
to schools, colleges, universities and training 
institutions. A 1974 report by the World Bank 
defined formal education as the following:  
Formal education: the hierarchically structured, 
chronologically graded „education system‟, running 
from primary school through the university and 
including, in addition to general academic studies, a 
variety of specialised programmes and institutions 
for full-time technical and professional training. The 
majority of data collected on the number of students 
and learners impacted by COVID-19 has been 
calculated based on the closure of formal education 
systems. The UNESCO Institute for Statistics 
provides figures on students impacted by COVID-
19 corresponding to the number of learners enrolled 
at pre-primary, primary, lower-secondary, and 
upper-secondary levels of education [ISCED levels 
0 to 3], as well as at tertiary education levels 
Early childhood education 
Early childhood educational programmes are usually 
designed for children below the age of 3 and may 
refer to preschools, nursery schools, kindergartens, 
and some day care programmes. While many 
primary and secondary schools have closed around 
the world due to COVID-19, measures impacting 
early childhood educational programmes have 
varied. In some countries and territories, preschools 
and day cares are considered necessary services and 
have not closed in tandem with broader school 
closure measures. In the United States, the 
Washington State Department of Children, Youth, 
and Families encouraged child care and early 
learning centres to stay open. Some school districts 
may offer alternative child care options, prioritising 
the children of first responders and healthcare 
workers. The governor of Maryland mandated that 
specific child care services remain open for the 
children of emergency personnel while Washington 
State and California have left it to the discretion of 
care providers. California Governor Gavin Newsom 
explained his state's position, saying “We need our 
child care facilities, our daycare centers, to operate 
to absorb the impact of these school closures.” 
Colorado has encouraged the development of "tool 
kits" for parents to use at home to emulate the 
lessons children would have received in their early 
learning programmes. In Japan, Prime Minister 
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Shinzo Abe closed all schools throughout the 
country until April 8, however, children's daycare 
facilities were excluded.
[157]
 In early March, five 
adults associated with a nursing facility for 
preschool children in Kobe tested positive for 
coronavirus. After testing over one hundred children 
at the facility, a preschool student was found to be 
carrying the virus. 
Primary 
Primary or elementary education typically consists 
of the first four to seven years of formal education. 
Secondary 
The International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) 
canceled the examinations for its Diploma 
Programme and Career-related Programme 
candidates scheduled between 30 April and 22 May 
2020, reportedly affecting more than 200,000 
students worldwide. The IBO stated that it would 
award candidates their diplomas or certificates 
based on "their coursework" and "the established 
assessment expertise, rigor, and quality control 
already built into the programme." 
Teritary(Higher) 
Tertiary education, also known as higher education, 
refers to the non-compulsory educational levels that 
follow completion of secondary school or high 
school. Tertiary education is normally taken to 
include undergraduate and postgraduate education, 
as well as vocational education and training. 
Individuals who complete tertiary education 
generally receive certificates, diplomas, or academic 
degrees.  
Undergraduate education 
Undergraduate education is education conducted 
after secondary education and prior to post-graduate 
education, for which the learner is typically awarded 
a bachelor's degree. Students enrolled in higher 
education programs at colleges, universities, and 
community colleges are often referred to as "college 
students" in countries such as United States.The 
closure of colleges and universities has widespread 
implications for students, faculty, administrators, 
and the institutions themselves. Colleges and 
universities across the United States have been 
called upon to issue refunds to students for the cost 
of tuition and room and board. While $6 billion in 
emergency relief is to be made available to students 
during the pandemic, Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos decided on April 21, 2020 that it will only be 
made available to those students who are also 
already eligible for federal financial aid. This rule 
will exclude tens of thousands of undocumented 
students who participate in the government's 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA, or 
"Dreamers") program from being able to receive 
emergency relief funds.
  
Section 4: Impact on local economies 
In the United States of America, colleges and 
universities operate as "mini-cities" which generate 
significant revenue for cities, states, and regions. 
For example, Princeton University contributed $1.58 
billion USD to the New Jersey economy and 
students spent about $60 million in off-campus 
spending. College and university closures have a 
domino effect on economies with far-reaching 
implications. In March, Linda Bilmes of the Harvard 
Kennedy School noted that "local hotels, 
restaurants, cafes, shops, car rental agencies and 
other local businesses obtain a significant share of 
annual revenue from graduation week and college 
reunions... these communities will suffer a lot of 
economic damage if the colleges remain closed at 
that time.". Small towns which rely on college 
students to support the local economy and provide 
labour to local businesses are especially impacted by 
school closures and the exodus of students from 
campus. In Ithaca, New York, Cornell University 
students spent at least $4 million a week in 
Tompkins County. In the wake of Cornell's decision 
to keep students home following spring break and 
transition to virtual instruction, the Mayor of Ithaca 
called for "immediate and forceful federal action — 
we will see a horrific economic impact as a result of 
Cornell University closing." 
CONCLUSIONS 
The pandemic outbreak that started in China is now 
spread globally. It has affected almost all the sectors 
of an economy. In other words, it is a heath issue 
that has impacted the social development and the 
economy. Various sectors in India has significantly 
disrupted due to this corono virus pandemic 
including oil and gas, automobiles, agriculture, retail 
etc. Education sector is one amongst them. Several 
measure has been taken to stop the spread of this 
virus like closure of schools, businesses, curfews 
etc. In the developing country like India ,Education 
plays a very significant role in the socio and 
economic development. This paper has given the 
details on the Socio-Economic Impact of COVID19 
on Education in Indian Economy. 
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